Eye closure sensitivity in juvenile myoclonic epilepsy and its effect on prognosis.
To investigate eye closure sensitivity (ECS) in the EEGs of patients diagnosed with juvenile myoclonic epilepsy (JME) and its relationship to prognosis. We included 76 JME patients with a minimum follow-up of one year and evaluated a total of 254 EEGs to obtain evidence of ECS. The patients were grouped according to their response to treatment, and these subgroups were compared in relation to ECS and other clinical and EEG features. There were 12 patients (15.8%) with poor prognosis who showed resistance to appropriate anti-epileptic drug treatment, 15 (19.7%) patients with pseudo-resistance, and 49 (64.5%) patients with good prognosis. The EEGs of only four of the patients displayed pure ECS (5.3%), and only one of these exhibited poor prognosis. Furthermore, 11 patients (14.5%) had both ECS and photosensitivity, and two of these patients exhibited poor prognosis. Thus, neither pure ECS nor ECS with photosensitivity correlated with poor prognosis. A family history of epilepsy and focal findings on the EEG was correlated with poorer prognosis. ECS is a rare EEG finding in JME and does not appear to be a marker for poor prognosis.